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 ARGO Background: Built 1911, sunk in 1937 (78 yrs
ago), 120ft x 35ft x 12ft with 4 to 5ft visible above
mudline, lays in 50ft of water

— Carrying approx 200,000 gal of product
— Thought to be in Canadian waters off Pelee Island,

discovered in U.S. waters
9 mi east of Kelly’ s Island

— Subject of NOAA RULET in
2013




* On Friday, August 28, 2015, while
performing a historical shipwreck
side scan sonar search in the
waters of Lake Erie, Tom Kowalczk
of the Cleveland Underwater
Explorers (CLUE) detected a target
of interest...Argo.

 CLUE provided their findings to the
US Coast Guard 9t District Staff. Tom Kowalczk
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Challenges

The unknowns
— Vessel construction and stability
— Cargo information

Offshore operations limited by
weather

Diver-led operations with no
visibility

No Responsible Party
Availability of temporary storage
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Wo Trace of Argu With Cargo n!_i'_

Bernized Is Found Im Lake

Erie Mear Islands; Ship-
ping Warned.

Two ecoast  guard  cutbers, the .

Tahoma of Cleveland and the Fred-
erick Lee of ‘Toleds,  continped
their search of the watera of west-

ern Lake Erie today for the 135-
foot barga Argo loaded with ‘ex.

plogive benzol that broke loods
from the tug Syoseit near Eellepa

[sland during the storm that s‘n'apt-

over the lake yesterday.

The Lake Carrlers AaaucLatiun?

has warned all boats plying west-- .

ert Lake Eris to be on ‘the look:

out for the barge which la & men-:

ace to oll shipping and belleved toc "™

be floating in the ship channel. -
Conteining 100,000 gallons  of
erude oll and 100,000 gallons  of

bighly explosive benzol, tha h-_.ml

cnrgo 48 wvalued at $30,000.

Two crow members, Lhu.rlua"i'il'l,l:*- :

rick, 24, and Peter Boszuk, 26, both .
of Maw York, werse rescued by the.
tup Syvoselt whon they were thigvemn o

into the water as the barge turm :

aver.

An Investigetion was to be h-MLT. .

in Lormin today by the murine in-
apection  depariment to duum:ulr!t
the cause of the loss of the barge




National Contingency Plan

The federal government's blueprint
for responding to both oil spills and
hazardous substance releases. The
National Contingency Plan is the result
of the country's efforts to develop a
national response capability and
promote overall coordination among
the hierarchy of responders and
contingency plans.




Use of NCP Special Teams

DRAT/DRG
NSF

IMAT
NOAA SSC
SERT
NPFC



1. Incident Name
ARGO

2. Operational Period (Date/Time)
From: 21NOV15 0800

To: 06DEC15 0800

INCIDENT ORGANIZATION
CHARTICS 207-CG

Incident Commander(s)/Unified Command

LCDR EDWARDS / CDR IVES (USCG)

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER
LT HART

Agerrcy Reprasentafives
TJ MANGONI (USCG D9)

MIKE GERBER (OEPA) / TAMMY FEEHAN (EMA)

SAFETY OFFICER
LCDR WORKMAN/MR. BINKO/MSTT ALLING

LIASION OFFICER
HERB OERTLI

Agency Represenfatives
MS. MCLAREN (CCG) - REMOTE

Agency Represenfatives
JON GULCH (USEPA)

INTERNATIONAL COORDINATING OFFICER
HERB OERTLI

OPERATIONS SECTION CHIEF

PLANNING SECTION CHIEF

LOGISTICS SECTION CHIEF

FINANCEADMIN SECTION CHIEF

LT LITZINGER / OEPA BILL LOHNER LCDR HAYES LCDR KiNG CWO LYNCH
LT ALLEN
_| STAGING AREA A NA GER | RESCURCE UNIT LEADER
COMMUNICA TIONS U NIT LEADER COSTUMTLEADER
o coner B S ELE ool
MSU TOLEDC
VESSEL DECONTAMINA TION L
STRIKE TEAW GHEGK INSTATUS REGORDER INFORMA TION TECHNOLOGY
A% SLABAGCH kit
WASTE MANA GEMENT AUX SLABAUGH
TASKRORGE SUPPORT BRANCH
LT ULANOFF
[} T 1 SITUATION UNIT LEADER
LCDRHILD
AIR OPERATIONS GROUP SOURCE CONTROL BRANGH RES QURCE PROTECTION BRANGH
AIRSTADET | | ENS SILVA | MSTI COWELL / OEPA SUPPLY UNITLEADER
SKZKING - REMOTE

USCGE AIRCRAFT

SAFETY ZONE GROUP
CWO GEMPP

ODNR AIRCRAFT

CCGE BEL 206

REMOVAL GROUP
PBIKE POPA

NOAA AIRGRAFT

| 1 wonoesTRUGTVE TR

AERIAL OBSERVERS

- HOT TAPPING TF

LIGHTERING 7F

MONITORING GROUP
JOHN GULCH EPA)

MATERIALS A NAGEMENT
GROUP

MSUFOSCR

SHORELINE PROTECTION.

ROUP
JOHN BRENNAN

SITREP-POL WRITER
ENS SLIFE

BSLE ENTRY
MST3I BRANHAM

DOCUMENTA TION UN(T L EADER,
GEORGE AON / IAST3 MUSALL

DEMOBLEA TION UNT LEADER
ENS SLIFE

_|

ENV UNIT LEADER
GREG SCHWEITZER

OHID EPA
IHKE ERERLE

G THSP
ZACHERY WINTERS -
STASZAK

ENV A NADA
REMOTE

MEDICAL UNIT LEA DER
HSC GOMEZ - REMOTE

4. Prepared By: (Planning Section Chief)
LCDR MOBERLEY (DPSC)

5. Date/Time Prepared:
24NOV15/0827

INCIDENT ORGANIZATION CHART

ICS-207-CG (Rev. 01/07)
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* Operations: management of tactics in support
of the primary mission

— Current operations
— Future operations




International Coordinating Officer

Activated CANUSLAK
CCG Deployed ICO to ICP
Provided tactical resources

Provided planning support through
Environmental Unit

JIC representation — one voice



Incident Command Post

Lucas County Emergency Operations Center




Air Plume Modeling
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NOAA Oil Movement Modeling
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Geographical Response s e s

Coastal/lInland

P I a n S A Geographic Annex to the SE Michigan ACP
June 2015
Tar\t:B.mE .|'-|E Toad OH
T ol daa) Bl fowt Bas islami GRE Dby T 1 E-MTw-T0 10 1800
Fropmied by MOSE

LEE Chi Y AS A GEERAL SEFEFR WIS

Lucas, Ottawa, Erie, Sandusky, and Wood
Counties, Ohio; Monroe County, Michigan

Western Lake Erie Area Committee




Argo Site Investigation

Open Hatch Cover

Penetration in Tank Top



COMPLETED

COMPLETED
AREA ON AREA ON
10/31/1
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Product Release

* During preparation of the Argo for cargo offload a rivet
popped free and product was released.

 Released product damaged the diver’ s mask and suit.




New dive suit

* Following the release, a
new dive suit was used
to prevent injury

— Positive pressure suit
to repel product if
suit was punctured

— Upgraded dive
helmet




Samples Taken from Leak Site

* US EPA contractors
conducted all
product and water
sampling during the
response




Hot Tapping

* Hot tapping — making a connection with a
vessel/pipe without releasing product

* Argo was encased in mud requiring an
innovative hot tapping technique
— Two taps were placed in the top of the tank

— A pipe was placed in one tap to allow water to
push product from the bottom of the tank to the

other tap
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Staging of
Equipment




Temporary Storage

* A suitable tank barge to receive offloaded
product was not available.

* A “tank barge” was created using Frac Tanks
and a vapor collection system.



Recelving Barge




Barge

iving

Rece




Air Monitoring

 USCG Atlantic Strike Team (AST) conducted air
monitoring during the response

AST provided the platform for water sampling




Safety Zone
Enforcement




Positioning of the Work
Platforms Offshore













Hot Tap Prep &
Hot Tapping




Lightering Operations
& Product Sampling












Product Sampling
for final disposition







